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From Devonfhire-Square, Osber 16. 


Efterday I had the Misfor- 


tune to drop into a Gen- 


tleman’s Houfe in this 
Neighbourhood, where fe- 
veral\WVomen were in the next Room. 

1 knew nothing of any Company be- 
ing there,till I was jult going away ; 
when I faw them | was much fur- 
prized. Oneof the grave Matrons 
told me frowning, that now I had 
for ever loft my Reputation among 
the Ladies, by what I had fiid in 
her hearing about Marriage. I knew 
this would make a great Noifeé when 
the Story comes to be aggravated, as 
certainly it will, fhould I remain fi- 
lent ; therefore I'll give the Relation 
my elf. The Gentleman whom I 
vilited was a Widower, as I my 
felf am, he asked me what fort of a 


Woman I would recommend to him 
fora Wife. 1 told him, that were [ 
in his Circumttances, | fhould think 
thatnothing feemed tu be more wan- 
ting to the compleating my Happi- 
nefs, bur to fee whether I could get 
a Woman fo well qualified, thar J 
may not be expofed to the Brearelt 
Misfortune of this Life, which is (in 
my Opinion) to have an ugly, ills 
humour’d and quarrelfome Bride 
inftead of that Eafe, Repofe and 
Tranquillity which may be expected 
if a Wife could be had according to 
my Withes, that I might have no 
Caufe to repent of fo ‘hazardous a 
Bargain. Mine fhould be endued, 
among other good Qualities, with 
Vertue ir ner Mind, Beauty in her 
Perfon, Chaftity in her Life, Come 
plaifance in her Humour, Fruitful- 
nefs of Body, Eminency of Birth,and 
great Eitatc in Pofletiion, But I be- 

lieve 
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lieve this Perfon is dead, or rather, 
that fhe is not yet born, nor ready 
to breathe in this open Air of Light ; 
fo that I'll confider a little what Wo- 
man I have heard of, would be fit 
for me in the Charafer I bear in 
the World. I Ould content my fell 
with Palmyra, as old and deformed 
as fhe is, provided I could marry 
with her the two Lordfhips in Corn- 
wall; though it fhould be upon Con- 
dition to keep conftant to her only ; 
neither would I refufe Amalthea of 
Devonfbire , if fhe were declared 
Heirefs of her Uncle’s Eftate. But I 
muft not ex either the one or 
the other ; or Palmyrra and Amal. 
thea are very far from having a De- 
fign to marry a crazy Man, much 
worn and fhatter'd by Age and Stu- 


dy. Sometimes | have heard men- 
tioned a Lady of Lancafbire, whofe 
Name I do not well remember ; bur 
the Women of that County will ne- 
ver agree with me, they being of as 
fair a Complexian as my felf; fo 
that all rhefe Confiderations diftract 


me. Some have fpoke to me of a 
Daughter of Polydamias, but fhe will 
not do ; as being of a Principle con- 
trary to mine: Sucha Marriage may 
be a means to deftroy my Reputa- 
tion and Peace. Belides,her Mother 
was a beautiful Woman, and fome- 
thing elfé, which I will not tell now. 
Leonidas has a Sifter, which they fay 
is very witty, but being not certain 
who was her Father, I am apprehen- 
five that fuch a Wedding can never 
tend much to my Honour. Thefe 
are all the Country-Ladies I can 


think upon at prefent. As to thofe 
within the Verge of the Town, Le 
rothea is one that would pleafe me 
beft, notwith{tanding the Reporc 
fome envious People have fpread, 
that fhe is a little wanton. I had ra- 
ther have a Wife given to Gallantry, 
than one that fhould prove ill-hu- 
mour'd, of which Quality the is not 
fufpected ; on the contrary, fhe is of 
a ooak and agreeable Converfation. 
Befides, fhe is handfom, tall, and 
likely to have fine Children. I fear 
only the too great Paflion fhe ex- 
prefics for entertaining her own Sex 
with Wines and Banquetings. There 
are alforwo Daughters of <Argaleon, 
the eldeft of whom, as crooked as 
fhe is, would not difpleafe me, being 
modeft and well educated ; but they 
are both too young and {prightly for 
me. There is one in the Family of 
Hermogenes, and two of Eubulus, who 
are in no wife contemptible in their 
Perfons; but other good Reafons 
hinder me from thinking of them, 
So much for the Daughters of Gen- 
tlemen. There is a Maid, whofe 
Father is a Mifgr, and a little related 
to our Family ; but fhe is a great 
Drinker of Tea and Confumer of 
Snuff; her Aunt does not. at all 
pleafe me neither, as having fome 
worfe Faults that are very vifible. 
Philotis is 4 Virgin, a fine youn 
Lady, and well tutor’d, who woul 
agree with my Temper if fhe were 
fomewhat more ftay’d; but though 
all Ihave been {peaking of fhould 
pleafe me as far as] can know them, 
who can affure me that I fhall meet 
with 











with the three principal Ornaments 
which 1 defire in a Woman, and 
without which I will not ong 
Namely, that] fhall have Sons by 
them; that ey! fhall be conitant to 
my Bed; and fufticiently qualified to 
help me in Domeftick Affairs, and 
to govern my Houfe and my Chil- 
dren well it I thould happen to die 
before they come to Age, as it is 
very likely. “he Gentleman ask’d 
me what I meant by fo many Athr- 
matives and Negatives, from which 
he could conclude only, that I de- 
figned never to marry,and that there 
were no Women to be found fuitable 
for him. At this rate (fayshe) we 
mutt implore the Ailiftance of For- 
tune to make young again thofc 
Women whom we have formerly 
commended,and raife from the Dead 
the vertuous Matrons of Greece, who 
came little behind Eve in Chaftiry, 
before her Innocency was beguil’d 
by the fubtil Serpent. 





From Old Smith's Coffee-houfe, 
* OGober 16, 


READING over a Letter I re- 
ceived from a Gentlewoman re- 
lating to an Incivility done to her at 
Epfom, bya Lady whofe Education 
I thought fhould have fupprefs’d 
her Vanity that way; there comes 
in a banifh’d Courtier, who has been 
very unfortunate, and whom I can- 
not forbear giving the Town fome 
Account of, Ihave a great Colle- 
tion of Materials upon this Article, 
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but fhall not publith them at prefents 
I fhall only fingle out a fmall Part. 
Nature has endued this Gentleman 
with fuch a flrong Difpofition to 
Plays, that out of refpect to the 
Pocts, he lays afide the Cares and 
Projects that are neceflary for obtain- 
ing Places of Dignity. “But as his 
Zeyl to the Comedians, extinguifhes 
in him all the Fire of Ambition ; fo 
on the other Hand it feeds and in- 
flames that of Love. Heis furioufly 
addicted to Pleafure. He is not con- 
tented with loving,and making Con- 
queftin the way of Gallantry; but 
likewife teaches the Myfteries of 
Courting, and the Art of winning 
the Affections of the Female Sex ; 
that is, he has reduc’d to the Confi- 
{tence of a Syftem, a pernicious Sci- 
ence, of which Nature gives usin 
this wanton Age buttoo many Lef- 
fons to read at our leifure; and which 
only tend tothe Difhonour of Names 
sll Coakilben. I told this Banifh’d 
Courtier at parting, | admir’d that 
Men of Wit, as he pretended to be 
of that Number,fhould employ their 
Talents to fuch ignoble Purpofes ; 
and that he muft expe (unlefs he 
chang’d his Life) to find near a Co- 
lumn taken up in one of my Papers, 
which would fet forth his Levity in 
atrue Light. This Reprimand will, 
no doubt, occafion a Tabering at 
my Door, and | fhall be threarned 
with the Pains of Death; but the beft 
on’t is, | know the Gentleman will 


want Courage to make good his’ 


Pretenfions. {0 long as 1 ftand upon 
my Guard : For Lhave ever obfer- 
ved, 
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ved, that effeminate Men, who are 
only guid Scenfe and Pleafure, 
are newer well skill’d in the Art of 
War, Fencing or Duclling. I can 
atany time bear with fome Noife 
and ‘Tumults, provided Marters are 
carricd no farther ; and i have the 
Satistaction of reproving the Licen- 
fious in their Errors. For that is the 
Aim I point at, ard the Goal to 
which I would run. ° 


Guy 








From my own Houfe, O&tober 17. 


*HE Evil of Expentive Enter- 
tainments has been complained 
of to me with much Earneftnefs, by 
f-veral Perfons ; and 1 am defirous 
to conlider this very Point, to the 
end People may know how to regu- 
late their Affairs in that refpect. The 
Lady who wrote the following Epi- 
ftle has a true Tate of the Matter. 


Sir Heifter, 


iT Ama Widow, and poffeffed of 
a {mall Eftate, which makes me 

free and generous in my Temper. 

I with you would give me your O- 

* pinion, whether it be honourable, 
that any of my Acquaintance, who 
have no Want themfelves, fhould 

* take Advantage of my good Na- 
* ture, and trouble me often with 


their Company; becaufe they 
know whenever they come I mak. 
noble Entertainments for them. | 
cvlire you to acquaif the Town 
with this unmannerly Behagiour. 
Few People confider wheihcr the 
Perfon they vilit be able to bear 
the Charge they put them to o: 

t. You may treat of this In- 
{tance fo as to oblige all Perfons 
perplex d by fuch fpungingGuetts, 
as molt of my Corre{pondents are. 
Do not think me of a ftingy Na- 
ture ; lL love to treat my Friends ; 
but I think ones moft intimate Fa- 
miliars may be too frequent in 
“their Vifits; and that there are 
* fuch Perfons as may be call'd meer 
* Smell Feafts. lam, &c. 


‘ 
‘ 


‘ 


7 


I know a Multitude of People are 
like the Ravens of the Air, who go 
every Day in Chace to feck out new 
Banquets, without confidering from 
whence or by what Means the En- 
tertainmentcomes: This is a Per. 
plexity that all generous Perfons are 
tormented with, and though a Man 
looks fomething fower, andéfeems to 
tell his Company that he can’t aftord 
fuch Revellmg, yet thofe Repulfes 
avail nothing ; he muft be plain,that 
is, either fhut his Doors, or uncover 
his Table upon the firft Approach 
of his Vifitors. 





